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We believe that this topic is of the utmost importance because it is foundational to 
our life and growth in Jesus—if we don’t trust God’s Word, then we are less likely to 
seek Him first. We are also living in a time when studies are showing that the 
importance and trust of Scripture is rapidly decreasing among Christians.

EMERGING TRENDS:

“The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the Lord is 
sure, making wise the simple; the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the 
heart; the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes; the fear of 
the Lord is clean, enduring forever; the rules of the Lord are true, and righteous

altogether. More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold;
sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb. Moreover, by them 
is is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward.” (Psalm 19:7-11)
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We believe Scripture is true because Scripture claims to be true.
We believe Scripture’s claims to be true because Scripture is true.

THE MOST COMMON ARGUMENT:
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“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that 
the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.”

2 Timothy 3:16-17

“For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and 

disdiscerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.”
Hebrews 4:12

This is the starting point in establishing the authority of Scripture

STEP 1: WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT ITSELF

When the Bible is challenged or discredited, or even when we struggle to fully 
believe, it becomes our responsibility to dig a little deeper to try and find the truth. 
This process of seeking the truth is hard and sometimes confusing, but it is worth 
the effort because of the confidence we have once we know for certain. 

It is in this pIt is in this process that our reason and faith will connect with each other: we must 
look at the available evidence with an open mind, but we must also trust that the 
Holy Spirit will use that evidence to teach and enlighten us as we need it. Nothing 
will make sense if we try to work apart from the Holy Spirit; we need Him to work.

As we try to point to the authority of Scripture, it becomes our responsibility to: 

1) See what the Bible says about itself & 

2)2) Look for evidence to back up what it says, both outside the Bible (using secular 
history and methods) and inside the Bible (using the rest of Scripture).7 

OUR RESPONSIBILITY:
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Time Span, or the amount of time that passed from when something was 
originally written to when the first copy was discovered. This information 
is useful because it points to the ability to eliminate errors in future 
copies.

Sometimes called “the Bibliographic Test”6, Manuscript 
Evidence is a secular process that plays a major role in pointing 
to the accuracy of any given piece of literature, helping create 
trust that what we have recorded is what was actually written 
by the original author. This “test” looks at specific information 
regarding a piece of literature to determine accuracy and is 
comprised of 3 elements1:

By saying “outside the Bible”, we simply mean any piece of evidence that looks at 
history first and Scripture second. This process doesn’t take Scripture completely 
out of the equation, but simply uses secular history and methods to help confirm 
that events and details recorded in Scripture are true. One of the best places to 
start in looking for outside evidence is with Manuscript Evidence.

OUTSIDE THE BIBLE:

This process looks both outside and inside the Bible to confirm what the Bible says about itself

STEP 2: LOOK FOR EVIDENCE

The Bible clearly positions itself as the divine, inspired, active, literal Word of God. 
The Bible is claiming to be the ultimate authority, given that it comes from God, 
which means that it is also saying that Scripture is true. The Bible says that God is 
true (Tit. 1:1-3), and that the Bible is God’s Word (2 Tim. 3:16), so it would then make 
sense that the Bible is saying it is also true (John 17:17). Now that we know and see 
what the Bible says about itself, we can begin to look for evidence that backs up 
that position in order to confirm that Scripture is true and point to its authority.
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In analyzing this data, we will only look at the evidence for the New Testament. 
This focus is based on the fact that the New Testament speaks of events and 
writing from the Old Testament, so if the accuracy of the New Testament can be 
established, then that will affirm the accuracy of the Old Testament.

The table on the following page shows manuscript evidence of several works of 
literature, all of which are presented as the legitimate, authentic work of the 
original author.6, 10, 11 Some information is unavailable due to a lack of published, 
scholarly scholarly study, making it impossible to include on this table. 

Most of these works of literature are affirmed by secular sources as true and are no 
longer questioned because of the manuscript evidence available for them. It’s 
important to keep that in mind as we compare those works to the New Testament.

       The smaller a time span, the more likely that early mistakes were 
       found before being copied too often, making it easier to trust what we 
       have today.       

       Quantity, or the number of manuscript copies we have available today. 
       This information is useful because it gives a wider range of copies to 
       examine. The more copies there are, the more likely there will be 
              differences between them; this helps to weed out obvious mistakes such 
       as transcriber error or added information.

       Quality, or how well each of the available copies match each other. This 
       information is helpful because it is the best way to determine whether or 
       not a piece of literature is trustworthy today. If there are lots of copies but 
       they don’t match each other well, it’s hard to know which one is correct or 
       what the original author was trying to say. Similarly, even if a piece has a 
              short period of time from writing to discovery, the ultimate sign of 
       whether or not copies are correct is based on how well they match.
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Based on this evidence, if each of the secular examples listed are treated as true 
and authentic, then the New Testament (and therefore the Old Testament as well) 
must be considered accurate, legitimate, and authentic to what the original authors 
wrote. This means that we can trust and be confident that what we have translated 
today is what was written back then. This confidence in the text also helps us trust 
other pieces of evidence from history that support Scripture.
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Another great source of evidence from outside the Bible that 
helps establish the truth of Scripture is Archaeology. We have to 
be careful not to say that archaeology “proves” the Bible, because 
that would put archaeology above the Bible4, but there have been 
numerous findings throughout history that help confirm what is 
recorded in the Bible is true and actually happened.
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INSIDE THE BIBLE:
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Similar to Prophecies Recorded & Fulfilled, another important group of information 
from inside the Bible that helps point to its authority is What Others Said About 
Scripture. Recorded throughout God’s Word are instances where it became clear 
that people considered Scripture to be true and from God Himself. We’ll look at 
just 3 instances: 1) Taught by the Apostles, 2) Declared by Jesus, & 
3) Authenticated by the Spirit7
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“But for this purpose I have raised you up, to show you my power, 
so that my name may be proclaimed in all the earth.”

Exodus 9:16

“For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, ‘For this very purpose I have raised you up, 
that I might show my power in you, and that my name might be 

proclaimed in all the earth.’”
RRomans 9:17
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“I said, ‘You are gods, sons of the Most High, all of you;”
Psalm 82:6

“Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in your Law, ‘I said, you are gods’? 
If he called them gods to whom the word of God came—and Scripture 

cannot be broken— do you say of him whom the Father consecrated and sent 
into the world, ‘You are blaspheming,’ because I said, ‘I am the Son of God’?””

John 10:34John 10:34-36

Declared by Jesus: Jesus Himself made references to Old Testament writings during 
His life on Earth, much like the writings of the apostles. He directly quoted the Old 
Testament at times and always treated these words as Scripture, true, and 
trustworthy.

Other Examples: Deut. 8:3 & Matt. 4:4; Gen. 2:24 & Matt. 19:3-6; Matt. 5:17-18

“If anyone thinks that he is a prophet, or spiritual, he should acknowledge 
that the things I am writing to you are a command of the Lord.”

1 Corinthians 14:37

“And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our beloved brother 
Paul also wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, as he does in all 
his letters when he speaks in them of these matters. There are some things in 
them ththem that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to 

their own destruction, as they do the other Scriptures.”
2 Peter 3:15-16
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“And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the 
Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. The natural 
person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are 

spiritually discerned.”
1 Corinthians 2:13-14

Authenticated by the Spirit: In addition to being taught by the apostles and 
declared by Jesus Himself, the truth of Scripture is authenticated, or shown to be 
true and genuine, by the Holy Spirit, who teaches and interprets the Word of God 
(i.e. “spiritual truths”) for us:

“And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have spoken! Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer 
these things and enter into his glory?” And beginning with Moses and 
all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things 

concerning himself.”
Luke 24:25-27

““Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still 
with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the 
Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to 

understand the Scriptures,”
Luke 24:44-45

In order to deny the inspiration of Scripture, one would have to deny Jesus’ 
integrity. To say that Scripture isn’t true, isn’t from God, or isn’t reliable, you would 
have to call Jesus a liar because He took a clear stand in favor of God’s Word:
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There is a logical outcome and response based on all the presented evidence

CRITICAL CONCLUSION
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Listed below are the articles, speeches, and studies that were used to compile the 
data contained in this Resource. All can be accessed through a simple web search, 
and each source has been studied and confirmed to be credible, meaning you can 
trust the work each has done:

1. Ken Boa, “How Accurate Is The Bible?”

2. Debra Draper, “Old Testament prophecy about Jesus’ death fulfilled”

3. GotQuestions.org

4. An4. Answers in Genesis, “Does Archaeoloy Support the Bible?”

5. Barna Group, “The Bible in America: The Changing Landscape of Bible 
Perceptions and Engagement”

6. Dr. Josh McDowell & Dr. Clay Jones, “The Bibliographical Test”

7. Dr. David Platt, Secret Church 17: Scripture and Authority in an Age of Skepticism

8. Pew Research, “State of the Bible 2019”

9. Hugh Ross, “Fulfilled Prophecy: Evidence for the Reliability of the Bible”

110. Matt Slick, “Manuscript evidence for superior New Testament reliability”

11. Robert Velarde, “Is the Bible Reliable?”
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